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After reviewing many studies there are a number of recommendations on how to 

improve the issue of educational disadvantage. Firstly, Barnardos state that while 

the DEIS school initiative is working and has had many benefits, it needs to review 

how it targets schools and children as not enough children are being helped (Finlay 

& Gibbons, 2009, p. 11). The Education Inequality Report, 2019 states that DEIS 

schools should implement programmes of internships to help students progress to 

higher professions (O’ Loughlin et al, 2019). The Healthy Ireland Survey, 2018 

suggests that in the coming years groups will target, support and communicate with 

the people who are engaging in smoking, binge drinking or drug intake, “to help 

move towards a healthier society” (Department of Health et al., 2018). Finally, 

Focus Ireland suggest that one to one tutoring would improve students’ academic 

abilities and raise their self-esteem. This tutoring could ultimately prevent students 

in disadvantaged areas from disengaging with the education system and falling into 

the pattern previously exerted by their siblings or parents.

“How lack of education can impact the lives of children from a 

disadvantaged area.”
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This study looks at the impact education can 

have and how it can change someone’s life. 

Specifically, it discusses issues people might 

face due to lack of education. Educational 

attainment has a major influence on the choices 

made in life. In the background literature review 

section, the researcher outlines the reasons for 

the investigation, their personal interest in the 

project, the causes and impact of educational 

disadvantage and refers to existing literature to 

support their comments. Thereafter, the findings 

chapter focuses on a number of reliable studies, 

giving a balanced view of research conducted in 

relation to factors perceived to impact 

'educational disadvantage' positively or 

negatively. The study looks at how the 

government responds to questions of inequality 

in education which exists in society today. The 

effect the DEIS school plan has had on children 

from disadvantaged areas is considered. This 

study looks at education ranging from primary 

school right through to third level education. The 

mixed methods methodology studies were 

collected and analysed to produce issues faced 

by those experiencing educational disadvantage.

Research conducted by the Economic and Social Research 

Institute (ESRI) on DEIS initiatives shows that there was an 

increase in reading levels in all classes between 2007 and 2010. 

This report interestingly noted that the increase was higher for 

lower level classes with the biggest increase in 2nd class. Within 

this second-class, Weir et. al (2011) cited in Smyth et. al. (2015) 

stated that reading scores increased from 22.8 out of 40 correct 

answers to 24.3 (Smyth. et. al 2015 p. 6). While this shows the 

DEIS plan initiative is benefitting students it must be noted that 

these scores are considerably lower than the average score of 

second-class children in non-DEIS schools who have an average 

of 29 (Smyth. et. al 2015 p. 6). Similar findings were reported 

by The ERC (2017) with an increase in readings scores and 

mathematic scores between the years 2013 and 2016 recorded, 

Figure 1.1 and 1.2 (Kavanagh et. al, 2016, p. 14).

A 2008 American study measured the relationship between 

educational attainment and drug use. This consisted of 1,242 1st

grade male and female students in a low socio-economic area. 

Mothers of the students were interviewed, and the researchers 

had access to school records and police records. This study 

found that people who dropped out of school were substantially 

more likely to report drug use in comparison to those with a 

college degree, 3.78 and 1.00 respectively (Fothergill et. al, 

2008, p. 7). Research shows parents’ educational level is found 

to have effects on children’s educational level in particular their 

reading ability. Research conducted by Smyth et. al (2009) 

examined the reading level of 9-year olds in Ireland and found 

that there was a 12.2 point gap in reading ability between 

children whose parents have a degree and children whose 

parents have only been educated to primary school level (Smyth 

et. al, 2009 p. 95). This study also found that children from 

highly educated families engage in reading for fun, outside of 

school and an emphasis is placed on education by the parents 

(Smyth et. al, 2009 p. 93). The absence of leisurely reading 

outside of school may be one of the factors contributing to the 

lower levels of reading ability found with children from families 

with a lower level of education.

The Irish government has recognised the issue of educational 

disadvantage the country is facing. They have implemented several 

strategies to tackle this problem. Strategies such as the Roadmap 

for Social Inclusion 2020-2025 which is intended to improve the 

issue of poverty and social exclusion. In 2005 after much research 

invested in the topic the government set up the DEIS school 

initiative. Various schools who qualify received extra resources, 

more teachers to provide for smaller classes, free lunches and 

sometimes breakfasts and other resources where needed. This is to 

help children who may be living in poverty to have enough to eat, 

or children who come from families with low levels of education to 

receive extra attention in classes (Department of Education and 

Science, 2005).Studies show that these children living in 

disadvantaged areas face many problems such as crime, drug and 

alcohol intake, higher mental health risks, lower general health and 

lack support and help from parents. Researchers show the 

importance of the influence of parents on children’s lives. When it 

comes to the impact their education level has on children, 

researchers differ in opinions. In the Education Inequality Report 

2019, Ms Waters CEO of An Cosán, stated that a young person’s 

family and their experience of education has a major impact on 

their decision to complete school (O’ Loughlin. et al, 2019, p. 11). 

While Berthelsen and Walker (2008) state that if parents have high 

expectations and respect the education system these values will be 

passed onto the child regardless of their educational level 

(Berthelsen & Walker, 2008).

As this study is based on a broad research question the 

methodology chosen by the researcher, to incorporate all 

aspects of educational disadvantage, was mixed methods. 

Mixed methods is a technique used in research which is 

becoming increasingly popular and being recognised as a 

third method to research (Kuhn, 1962). Mixed methods is an 

approach to research where both qualitative and quantitative 

studies are analysed. The study was not confined to research 

conducted in Ireland only, with studies from the US, UK and 

Australia analysed.  The researcher specifically chose studies 

from around the world to allow for bigger volumes of 

research, ensuring more generalisable findings. As Morse 

and Niehaus (2009) as cited in Palinkas et. al. (2015), 

observe, “whether the methodology employed is quantitative 

or qualitative, sampling methods are intended to maximize 

efficiency and validity” (Palinkas et. al, 2015). 

The participants used in this study are parents/carers of 

children in a variety of areas including DEIS and non-DEIS 

areas relating to the Irish context. The study also includes 

parents from a variety of other countries to include the view 

of different cultures and to see if culture has an impact. It 

uses studies that reported interviews or surveys with parents 

with varying levels of education as well as people from the 

general public in regard to health.

The motivation for this study arises from the researcher’s 

personal interest in the area of DEIS having grown up in a 

disadvantaged area and having attended a non-DEIS school, 

the researcher noticed many differences. The researcher 

cites support from parents and being fortunate enough to 

have received opportunities to obtain an education as 

pivotal to the choice of research question and a driver 

behind the desire to make a difference and ensure education 

is valuable to and valued by all.  During their school-going 

years the researcher noticed differences between DEIS and 

non-DEIS schools and became increasingly interested in 

why these schools were set up and the impact they had on 

the children who attended them. Notable between DEIS and 

non-DEIS areas, a difference in students’ attitude was 

evident, different rate of attendance stood out, attention to 

detail in homework differed and desire to progress to third 

level education varied greatly.  This research aims to outline 

the issues people living in DEIS areas face, how this 

impacts their attitude to education, what policy makers have 

implemented to overcome the issues and how well received 

they have been, how they worked and what remains to be 

achieved to ensure an equal society for everyone.  
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