
21 20 ∼  Thursday 8 February 2018  Irish Independent ∼Irish Independent  Thursday 8 February 2018

News News 

Journalism graduate  
‘honoured’ to win 
Guerin Scholarship
Jane Last

DCU journalism graduate Conor Molumby 
has been named as the recipient of the 
Veronica Guerin Memorial Scholarship.

Veronica’s brother Martin Guerin and 
her nephew Ian made the presentation to 
Mr Molumby during a special ceremony in 
DCU yesterday. 

The Veronica Guerin Memorial 
Scholarship was established by 
Independent News and Media in 2007 in 
memory of the investigative journalist, 
who was murdered on June 26, 1996. 

Veronica had served on the governing 
authority of the university since 1982. 

“It was an honour to be given a 
scholarship in her name. Her reputation 
is strong both inside Ireland and 
internationally and I have found it is 

recognised in London 
where I am now working 

too,” Mr Molumby 
said. 

The Stillorgan 
native is now working 
with S&P Global 
Platts as a market 

reporter. He was one 
of 17 students presented 

with scholarship awards 
named in honour of 

13 individuals 
who have played 
a key role in 
the life of the 
university and 
in society.

Conor Molumby (left) from Stillorgan who was awarded the Veronica Guerin 
Memorial Scholarship pictured with Martin Guerin, brother of Veronica Guerin 
(inset left) and hia son Ian at the ceremony in DCU. Photo: Frank Mc Grath

Teachers demand urgent action on 
shortages to ‘pull back from crisis’
Katherine Donnelly

THE professional standards 
body for teachers says practical 
solutions are urgently needed 

to “pull back from the 
crisis” looming 

over teacher 
shortages.

The latest 
meeting of 
a Teaching 
Council con-
sultative fo-

rum on teacher 
supply was 

brought forward 
from May, to 

yesterday 
in “rec-
ogni-
tion of 

the seriousness of the issue”. 
The forum, set up in 2014, has 
already produced two reports, 
and council director Tomás O 
Ruairc said the clear consensus 
yesterday was that “action is 
what we need now”.

Yesterday’s meeting dis-
cussed the wide range of ideas 
already under discussion to 
address the lack of availability 
of substitute teachers, par-
ticularly at primary level, and 
shortages for certain subjects 
at second level.

The issues highlighted in-
clude pay equalisation, supply 
panels for substitute teach-
ers, casualisation, pathways to 
qualifications, subject quotes 
for second-level teacher edu-
cation programmes and top-up 

courses for teachers in subjects 
related to their pre-existing area 
of expertise.

Attendance at the meeting 
included representatives of the 
Department of Education, the 
Higher Education Authority, 
third-level colleges that provide 
teacher education programmes, 
teacher unions and schools 
management bodies.

Mr O Ruairc said the chair 
of the Teaching Council, Noelle 
Moran, would be meeting Edu-
cation Minister Richard Bruton 
(left) soon to report on their 
deliberations. 

Mr Bruton recently an-
nounced the establishment of 
a teacher supply steering group 
to help develop strategies to 
ensure an adequate supply of 

teachers, both primary into 
the future.

National Association of Prin-
cipals and Deputy Principals 
(NAPD) director Clive Byrne 
welcomed the commitment in 
the Mr Bruton’s Action Plan 
for Education 2018, published 
yesterday, to develop a policy on 
teacher supply, and said it must 
be fast-tracked and involve cre-
ative and responsive solutions.

Fianna Fáil education 
spokesperson Thomas  Byrne 
was critical of the plan for 
failing to include “meaningful 
proposals” to deal with teacher 
shortages, such as a “pathway 
for pay equality” for new en-
trants and “little in the way of 
incentives to encourage new 
teachers to stay in Ireland”.

Former civilian boss 
denies gardaí were  
‘going after’ McCabe
Shane Phelan

A FORMER senior civilian  
official at An Garda Síochána 
has flatly denied that he ever 
said “we are going after” Mau-
rice McCabe at the O’Higgins 
Commission.

Former chief administrative 
officer Cyril Dunne told the 
Disclosures Tribunal he was 
“certain” he never made the re-
mark to Garda human resources 
director John Barrett.

Mr Barrett alleges the remark 
was made to him following a 
meeting he had with Mr Dunne 
and then-Garda commissioner 
Nóirín O’Sullivan. Ms O’Sul-
livan was not in the room at 
the time.

He said he was unsure of the 
date, but it may have been the 
evening of May 13, 2015, the day 
before the commission began 
its private hearings into alle-
gations of Garda malpractice 
made by Sgt McCabe. 

But Mr Dunne said he could 
not have met Mr Barrett that 
evening as he was at a golf club 
meeting in Co Wicklow.

The tribunal heard Mr Bar-

rett had sent an email to Mr 
Dunne and Ms O’Sullivan on 
May 13 about another issue. 
This email contained the line: 
“As I said to you last night”, 
referring to May 12.

Mr Dunne said he had no 
recollection of any conversation 
with Mr Dunne or the commis-
sioner on May 12.

In its current module the 
tribunal is examining wheth-
er unjustified grounds were 
inappropriately relied upon 
by Ms O’Sullivan to discredit 

Ex-garda official Cyril Dunne

Sgt McCabe at the O’Higgins 
Commission.

Ms O’Sullivan gave lawyers 
the go-ahead to challenge Sgt 
McCabe’s motivation and cred-
ibility at the commission, but 
denies giving instructions to 
question his integrity. The legal 
strategy was adopted at a time 
she was publicly backing the 
Garda whistleblower.

Mr Dunne said he hadn’t 
known about the commission-
er’s legal strategy. “I had no 
involvement in it at all,” he said.

He said his understanding 
at the time was that the com-
missioner was “generally very 
concerned” about having a duty 
of care to all gardaí at the com-
mission, including Sgt McCabe.

“I understand that she was 
very keen to have the commis-
sion establish what the real 
truth was,” he said.

Mr Dunne was asked if Ms 
O’Sullivan had ever spoken 
about challenging Sgt McCabe’s 
motivation, integrity, or credi-
bility. He replied: “The opposite, 
in fact. The impression I had 
was she was very much sup-
porting him.”

Parents to get 
their say on 
whether local 
school should 
stay Catholic
Katherine Donnelly 
Education Editor

PARENTS of pre-school  
children around the country 
will be asked to vote in the 
coming weeks on whether they 
want a greater choice of prima-
ry schools in their area.

The upcoming parental sur-
veys are the latest milestone 
in moves to reduce the domi-
nance of the Catholic Church 
in primary education through 
the handover of some of their 
schools to other patron bodies.

Education Minister Richard 
Bruton is seeking to revive the 
divestment process 
launched in 2012, 
which resulted in 
the transfer of only 
10 of about 2,800 
primary schools 
under the patron-
age of Catholic 
bishops.

Mr Bruton’s 
Action Plan for 
Education 2018, 
launched yester-
day, commits to 
surveys before 
the end of March, 
and agreement on detailed ar-
rangements on how any school 
transfers would work by the 
end of June.

The surveys will be conduct-
ed by local education and train-
ing boards (ETBs), which will 
compile a report on the process 
to be published on the Depart-
ment of Education website. 

Where demand for the  
transfer of at least one Church-
run school is identified, the 
local bishop will be expected 
to consult with the school and 
parents about options offered 
by other patron bodies.

Details of the survey process 
are still being finalised – but it 
is expected they will be carried 
in towns or areas where an 
ETB believes there is likely to 
be demand from families for 
greater diversity.  

The new approach to offering 
parents greater school choice 
is called ‘reconfiguration’, and 
was announced by Mr Bruton 
a year ago.

It differs from the earlier 
divestment process in that it is 
parents of pre-school children 
who are being canvassed, rather 
than parents of existing pupils 
in Catholic schools being asked 
their views about their school’s 
future.

Reconfiguration also involves 
a financial “sweetener” for the 
Church, with proposals to lease 
schools from the bishops rather 
than getting embroiled in the 

legally-complicated 
process of property 
transfers.

Transfers had met 
with resistance from 
the Church as the 
property owners, and 
in some cases, local 
communities that 
had invested in  the 
schools.

Where a handover 
is agreed, the amount 
paid to the bishop for 
leasing the property 
would vary – a range 

of €10,000-€20,000 a year was 
previously mentioned.  

Before Mr Bruton announced 
the reconfiguration process, he 
and his officials consulted with 
the bishops and other education 
stakeholders.

The 2018 action plan was 
launched by Taoiseach Leo 
Varadkar, who said it was build-
ing on achievements in 2016 
and 2017 and embedding the 
extensive reforms already 
taking place in the education 
system with a focus on excel-
lence and innovation. 

It sets out more than 370 
actions to be taken this year as 
part of the “realistic goal” 
of making Ireland’s 
education sys-
tem the best 
in Europe 
by 2026.

Changes also 
involve a 
financial 
‘sweetener’ 
for Church, 
with plans to 
lease schools 
from bishops

No Brexit deal will decimate Northern    Ireland economy – report
Shona Murray, Arj Singh 
and Sam Lister 

NORTHERN Ireland will suf-
fer one of the biggest hits to 
economic growth after Brexit, 
studies warn.

Brexit impact studies reveal 
the North will see economic 
growth decline by between 
2.5pc and 12pc depending on 
how the UK leaves the EU.

In a best-case scenario, where 
the UK stays in the single mar-
ket, growth will drop by 2.5pc. 

However, economic growth 
will fall by 8pc under the UK 
government’s preferred out-
come of a free trade deal with 
the EU. 

And, in a worst-case sce-
nario, growth will decline by 
12pc if the UK leaves with no 
trade deal.

The studies, which were re-
leased to MPs, reveal the North 
East of England and the West 
Midlands will be the worst 
hit. London will see the least 
damage.

The figures are likely to be 
seized upon by backers of a soft 
Brexit to protect the UK econo-
my, as Prime Minister Theresa 
May holds crunch meetings of 
her inner ‘war cabinet’ of senior 

ministers today to thrash out 
what kind of trade relationship 
the UK will seek in negotiations. 

In England’s North East – 
the worst affected area – a free 
trade deal would result in an 
11pc hit to growth, compared 
with 16pc under ‘no deal’, and 
3pc if the UK stays in the single 
market. 

By comparison, London 
would sustain just a 2pc hit 

to growth if the UK gets a 
free trade deal, 3.5pc in a no-
deal scenario, and just 1pc if 
the country stays in the single 
market. 

Meanwhile, Taoiseach Leo 
Varadkar has warned the UK 
it won’t be trusted in future 
trade deal talks if it reneges on 
its commitment to avoid a hard 
Border in the North.

There is growing concern in 

the Government that the UK 
could back out of the agreement 
made in December, with one 
source telling the Irish Inde-
pendent “the latest signals from 
London are not encouraging”.

Britain committed to keeping 
the majority of the EU’s regu-
lations in place after it leaves 
the EU in order to maintain a 
frictionless Border on the island 
of Ireland. 

But opposition to the deal 
within Mrs May’s ruling Tory 
party has set progress back 
this week.

Mr Varadkar yesterday 
warned the UK government its 
credibility will be in tatters if it 
rows back on its commitments. 

“They would find it very hard 
to make any future agreements 
with Ireland, the European 
Union or anywhere else in the 

world if they try to depart from 
an agreement they only made a 
few months ago,” he said. 

“As far as I’m concerned, 
the joint report agreed in De-
cember contains commitments 
and guarantees. Those are the 
words used: commitments and 
guarantees. 

“They are there in black and 
white and the UK government 
signed up to them, as did the 

European Union,” he said.
The UK is now obliged to 

translate December’s pledge 
into a legal text by March to 
ensure there is “no backsliding” 
from it.

A Downing Street spokesper-
son told the Irish Independent 
“we remain absolutely commit-
ted” to the December deal.

Another source said: “The 
UK is not known for going back 

on international obligations. It 
is important to listen to what 
the prime minister is saying and 
not what other members of the 
party are saying.”

Earlier, Brussels released 
papers showing it wants to put 
in place a method to rapidly 
curtail the UK’s single market 
benefits should it breach agree-
ments made on a transition 
deal.


